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Coping with  
the cold in  

Islington’s estates

Meet poetry’s latest 
sensation – 97- 
year-old Eula

Remembering  
the borough  
of Finsbury

Ahead of its move to West Smithfield, Sharon Ament, director of 
the London Museum, speaks to EC1 Echo about the exciting plans

Continued on Page-5

he Museum of London has 
just closed its doors in its 
old site in London Wall after 
45 years, pending its move 

to West Smithfield where it re-opens 
in 2026. But far from being nostalgic, 
director Sharon Ament is delighted to 
leave it behind. 

“It was a terrible building,” says 

Ament, “compromised internally, hard 
to find, stuck off a walker-unfriendly 
roundabout. Basically, we suffered from 
being impenetrable. But look at it here,” 
she adds, gesturing at the many pass-
ers-by around the West Smithfield site, 
currently shrouded in hoardings and 
scaffold, but hinting at a splendid future. 
“Nobody ever fell into the Museum of 
London at the old site. They will here.”

So in two and a half years’ time, or 

as Ament puts it with nerve-racking 
accuracy “in 900 days”, the London 
Museum will open. The name has been 
chosen to be more definitive – “like the 
British Museum,” says Ament – and it’ll 
have a whole new look. In the meantime 
there’s much to do and the change-
over will be anything but a holiday. “It 
already enables us to really concentrate 
on the Museum of London Docklands 
Museum, which is great,” says Ament. 

“But there’s another big change.  
It’s not about moving a museum; more 
about creating an absolutely new kind 
of museum. How we bring our collec-
tions alive digitally is a part of that plan. 

“Imagine that you come to the museum 
and a brick that was in the Fire of London 
talks to you. The new museum will make 
sure the objects are more accessible, 
and in an intuitive and exciting way.” 

BY OLIVER BENNETT

The London Museum’s head, Sharon Ament, outside the West Smithfield site Credit Penny Dampier
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he challenge of climate 
change is often positioned 
as generational – in that 

the young will feel its effects more 
than the old. Which is one of several 
reasons why Andy Love from Far-
ringdon-based organisation Shade 
the UK – which addresses how the 
UK’s communities can deal with 
rising temperatures – is running a 
design competition with Islington 
secondary schools about how to 
cope with rising temperatures. 

The competition started last 
month and finishes this June. Love, 
an architect and sustainability con-
sultant, is looking at how to make 
existing buildings fit for purpose.

“When it comes to future climate 
change, the danger zones are care 
homes, social housing and schools,” he 
says. “We’ve already seen an increase 
in stress-related incidents and last 
summer’s heat is likely to be repeated.” 

Shade The UK’s design compe-
tition should come up with many 
ideas on how they think spaces can 
adapt, bearing in mind Islington 

everal charities and organ- 
isations help to feed 
London’s homeless, and 
do good work. But with 

his organisation Action Against 
Food Poverty (AAFP) Robert 
Straw believes he has found a 
new model – taking the food to 
the homeless on walks. Every 
Saturday, he and other volunteers 
start around Holborn station at 
10.30am then walk to Covent Gar-
den, Leicester Square, Piccadilly 
Circus, Soho, Euston Square, 
and nearer EC1, to Kings Cross, 
Angel and Chancery Lane, near 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields in Holborn, 
a traditional place for London’s 
homeless to congregate. 

From Colchester, Essex, a while 
ago Robert moved out of the fam-
ily home and stayed with friends. 
“It made me think about people 
that were homeless on a perma-
nent basis,” he says. He began vol-
unteering for Crisis, Street Kitchen 
and the Big Issue Foundation, 
becoming a regular participant in 
the Big Issue Night Walk. 

While Robert recognised the 
work of these charities he wanted 

T
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Meet Robert 
Straw, who has 
devised a new 

way of engaging 
with the homeless

Waxing
Gibbous

72%/0.49

31st Mar 23

Waxing 
Gibbous

1st Feb 23

84%/0.5

The mobile 
food bank

Throwing shade
Clerkenwell designer Andy Love has 

asked Islington schoolchildren for their 
ideas about coping with climate change

to change the model. “So last 
March I started AAFP which goes 
out to give out homemade sand-
wiches, cakes and other supplies, 
and we  also sit down with them 
and have a chat if they want to.” 
It’s like a mobile food bank, with 
human contact and AAFP has a 
programme called Using Food As 
A Catalyst For Conversation.

The premise of AAFP is not 
just to offer food and supplies 
to the homeless, but also sin-
gle parents, students and those 
struggling with their mental 
health. “We want to engage 
with people by talking to them, 
sometimes for three quarters of 
an hour, trying to lift their mood. 
It’s not just about giving food. 
We’re not changing the world or 
giving advice. It’s about going out 
to give food and spread a bit of 
positivity.” On a good week they 
engage with about 30 people, on 
a bad week about 15. AAFP also 
supports homeless peoples’ dogs. 

Some people are afraid, says 
Robert. “Perhaps they’ve had 
mental, physical and sexual abuse. 
Sometimes their mental health 
problems will not allow them to 
have any sort of routine so they’ll 
use drink and drugs, and say, ‘this 
is my choice.’ You get a lot of peo-
ple trying to support themselves 
by begging. We just try to listen.”

AAFP is not yet a charity so is 
currently seeking funding and 
potential trustees. See website 
below for details.

Visit  aafp.uk

Council’s ambition to be net carbon 
neutral by 2030. Love is encour-
aging the retrofitting of green 
infrastructure such as green roofs, 
sun-breakers, and canopies and is 
inviting comment from teachers, 
tenants organisations and care 
home managers as well as pupils. 

The competition is not just archi-
tectural, adds Love. “We invite all 
creative mediums from apps to art, 
design and technology; photogra-
phy, even poetry, music and dance,” 

he says. “It’s to express what the 
schoolchildren feel about climate 
change and getting them to reimag-
ine their spaces.”

The competition started on Jan-
uary 31, and between March and 
April Love will facilitate a workshop 
with each school followed by a big 
summer workshop. “We’re hoping 
in the next few weeks that we’ll start 
to get feedback on how children are 
responding,” says Love.

Credit Action Against Food Poverty/Robert Straw 
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Streets ahead
The coronavirus has brought 
anti-car measures forward

u r  s t r e e t s  a r e 
c h a n g i n g .  T h e 
pandemic has has-
tened policies to 

rid them of cars and encour-
age walking and cycling. TfL 
has added extra space to paths 
in London, giving space to 
walk while maintaining social 
distancing – and there are 
other initiatives afoot that will 
impact traffi  c in Clerkenwell.

Islington’s PeopleFriendly 
Streets initiative was ann-
ounced recently to motivate 
walking and cycling, help air 
pollution and enable Isling-
ton Council to achieve a net-
zero carbon borough by 2030. 
These streets are designed to 
allow social distancing by way 
of bollards, planters and smart 
cameras, and while residents 
will be able to access their 
streets in vehicles, they’re 
designed to cut out ‘rat runs’. 

Cllr Rowena Champion, 

dding to several 
existing providers, 
Clerkenwell has 
seen the trial of 

London’s fi rst free and shared 
electric bike scheme, with 200 
e-bikes across Islington. 

The HumanForest bikes off er 

O

A

Islington Council’s executive 
member for Environment 
and Transport, said: “We are 
working hard to create people-
friendly streets, where it is 
easier and safer for local people 
to walk and cycle, and where 
streets are more pleasant for all.”

Another Islington initia-
tive moving apace is School 
Streets, set up in 2018 to 
reduce traffi  c outside schools 
and create safer environments 
for children. Numbers of 
School Streets are set to rise 
to 39 by the end of this year.

All change on Old Street
TfL is also working with the 
City of London Corporation 
to improve routes between 
Old Street and Bank, Cannon 
Street and Holborn to Bank, 
touching on parts of EC1.

Meanwhile, the Greater 
London Authority, in one of 
the biggest car-free initiatives 

20 minutes free – after which it 
is 12p a minute – calculated as the 
time that it takes to cycle 5km. 

The e-bikes are electric, 
dockless and zero-emission 
and don’t have an unlocking 
fee. The GPS e-bikes can 
reach up to 15mph. “The 

of any city in the world, has 
announced that main streets 
including between Old Street 
and Holborn will be limited 
to buses, pedestrians and 
cyclists. London follows Milan 
and Paris both of which have 
instituted car-free measures.

As Cllr Champion said, “We 
therefore welcome the Mayor’s 
announcement that the Old 
Street to Clerkenwell Road 
corridor will be prioritised for 
buses, pedestrians, cyclists and 
emergency services, creating a 
more people-friendly environ-
ment for local people. Eliminat-
ing through traffi  c on the Old 
Street and Clerkenwell Road 
corridor will help to achieve our 
goal of creating people-friendly 
streets all over Islington.”

Last year Islington announced 
it would shut Old Street and 
Clerkenwell Road to through 
traffi  c, partly motivated by a 
series of bicycle accidents. 

transformation towards a 
more sustainable society has 
accelerated in recent months 
and transport is a very real 
way for Londoners to make a 
diff erence,” said HumanFor-
est’s Caroline Seton.
Visit humanforest.co.uk
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e hope you enjoy this, 
the fifth issue of the 
free EC1 Echo. Thanks 

to the success of our recent 
crowdfunding campaign, not to 
mention the invaluable support 
of our members, advertisers and 
stakeholders, we’re delighted to 
report that we will be publishing 
the EC1 Echo for months to 
come. Thanks to all our friends, 
old and new, equipped with our 
colourful tote bag (pictured).

With such changes in our area 
fo l lowing  lockdown,  we are 
looking at a new environment. 
Opposite this page we look at 
the changed traffic priorities 
that have been hastened by the 
coronavirus and inside, how the 
Covid-19 Mutual Aid network will 
continue. And we’ve seen some 
sad losses but also some gains, 
such as the new microbrewery 
on Exmouth Market with its 
part-owner, pop star Rick Astley. 
And we’ll continue to bring news 
from EC1 – its voluntary groups, 
projects and campaigns, news 
and events – as well as providing 
a platform for local  writers 
and photographers. 

Since EC1 Echo is a non-profit 
publication, all the money we 
receive is reinvested to help us be 
the best community newspaper 
we can. If you’ve enjoyed this 
issue do consider joining our 
membership scheme where you 
can help EC1 Echo to grow. 

W

EC1 Echo 
moves 

forward

Action on clean air

NEWS IN BRIEF

Starters
Korean Fried Caulifl ower

Fish Cakes with Tartar Sauce

Scotch Egg
Crab Muffi  n with Girolle Mushrooms 

& Spiced Butter

Tomato & Basil Soup

Pipers Farm Duck Leg Terrine with 
Crispy Duck Skin & Peach Confi t

Mains
Beer Battered Haddock & Chips 

with Mushy Peas

Theobald's Aged 8oz Ribeye Steak with 
Béarnaise & Fries (+£5)

Burrata, Heritage Tomato and Summer Flowers

Free Range Roast Chicken with 
Pearl Barley & Sweetcorn

House Burger, Bacon, Cheese, Tomato, 
Gem Lettuce with Chips

"Beyond Meat" Burger, Spicy Coleslaw, 
Vegan Cheese with Chips (Vegan)

Desserts 
Sticky Toffee Pudding with Ice Cream

Raspberry Pavlova with Lime Curd & Vanilla Cream

Vegan Chocolate Brownie

English Artisan Cheeses, Chutney & Crackers (+£4)

THE SEKFORDE
The Sekforde, 34 Sekforde Street EC1R 0HA

0207 250 0010
thesekforde.com

info@thesekforde.com
Instagram: @the_sekforde 

WAS £20, NOW £10

FOR TWO COURSES
MON–WED

"This place is something of  a gem 
in an unassuming part of  town"

"It keeps all the charm of  being the 
neighbourhood's best pub"

Quoted from Evening Standard's 50 Best Pubs in London

Advertisement

Our newspapers are a growing and valued part of the local 
community – loved by readers who want to read about what 
matters to them. Be part of that and advertise with us! 

Our publications EC1 Echo, Waltham Forest Echo, Enfield Dispatch 
and Haringey Community Press cover a wide area of North 
London and part of The City. 

We distribute 52,500 free copies to readers via local newsstands, 
community venues, and door-to-door, with a total estimated 
readership of 157,500 people.
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winkworth.co.uk/clerkenwell

Ziggurat Building, EC1
£1,000,000 Share of Freehold
An exceptional first floor studio apartment 
in the Art Deco styled Ziggurat Building. 
The former print works are located on 
Sa�ron Hill and are much sought after.

Radcli�e Building,  
Bourne Estate, EC1
£750,000 Leasehold
A truly stunning three bedroom, two 
bathroom apartment in this incredibly 
well sought after Grade II Listed purpose 
built residential block on the fringes of 
Bloomsbury and Clerkenwell.

Lexington Apartments,  
City Road, EC1
£895,000 Leasehold
Located on the raised ground floor of a 
secure modern development this spacious 
apartment o�ers two large double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and large open-
plan living dining room with separate fully 
fitted kitchen.

Bowling Green Lane, EC1
£1,690,000 Leasehold
This large three bedroom apartment is 
situated on the second floor of this small 
lift serviced warehouse conversion and 
o�ers in excess of 1,450 sq ft.

Winkworth Clerkenwell & City
66 Exmouth Market, Clerkenwell, London EC1R 4QP 
020 7405 1288 (SALES)  |  020 7405 1266 (LETTINGS
clerkenwell@winkworth.co.uk  

Wilmington Square, WC1
£1,400,000 Leasehold

A spacious ground floor and lower ground 
floor apartment set within this substantial 
Grade II listed house. This Georgian 
conversion o�ers plenty of character 
overlooking the highly sought-after 
Wilmington Square.

Advertisement

ADVERTISE WITH US

Call Klaudia  07732 000 430
Email  klaudia@socialspider.com

EC1 Echo is regulated by the 
Independent Press Standards 

Organisation (IPSO). For more 
information on the EC1’s complaints 
policy and how to make a complaint 

visit: ec1echo.co.uk/complaints/

For more information:
Visit shadetheuk.com/shade-islington
Visit islingtonsustainability.network
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n 1896, the local MP for Finsbury, Sir 
George Masterman Gillett, had been 
meeting with associates of fellow 
Quaker faith. Their thoughts usually 

turned to the many young men they saw 
around the area, battling poverty and other 
associated social and economic challenges. 
It was these meetings that culminated in 
the opening in 1898 of The Peel Institute, 
primarily as a place “to supply the young 
men… with a social centre for recreation, 
open every evening in the week…”

They met in a Friends’ Meeting House 
that was previously a woodyard that had 
manufactured a long wooden instrument 
called a “peel” which was used to place 
bread in huge ovens. The meeting house 
was to become known as ‘The Peel’. The 
work of The Peel expanded rapidly into 
a real community centre for all families, 
providing not just healthy recreation, but 
also education and vocational training and 
social connectivity. Sir George was the MP 

I

Celebrating the past 
and mapping the 

future of Clerkenwell

The Peel Institute at 125 

HALF
SIX FIX

60-minute concerts from the 
London Symphony Orchestra

Selected Wednesdays at 6.30pm 
Barbican

Tickets from £18. Save 50%  
with promo code HSF50EC1 
Subject to availability, booking fees apply

lso.co.uk/halfsixfix

Echo_FebMar.indd   1Echo_FebMar.indd   1 24/01/2023   17:42:3624/01/2023   17:42:36
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for Finsbury for 14 years, culminating in his 
appointment by the Prime Minster in 1936 
as Commissioner for Distressed Areas – 
effectively, the modern-day equivalent of 
the Levelling Up Minister. This despite 
his notorious short shrift for what he  
considered the inertia of his own Labour 
Party in tackling issues of concern. It is no 
surprise that The Peel was the achieve-
ment he was proudest of. 

As one of the few community organi-
sations that has continuously served the 
same locality for over 100 years, there is 
clear heritage value in celebrating this 
125th anniversary. More pertinent than 
the admittedly remarkable history of the 
founder, and the meandering fortunes 
of the organisation, is the story of the 

locality it serves. What is it about Clerken-
well that has made The Peel such a vital 
social support infrastructure resource 
for generations of people? What is in the 
DNA of the area that infuses successive 
generations of leaders of the organisation 
with the passion and zeal to tackle social 
issues and dedicate itself to making the 
area a more equal society? 

This is particularly enthralling when one 
considers the myriad other radical social 
characters and organisations that have 
made Clerkenwell their base through the 
past 125 years and even long before: The 
Chartists and Suffragettes met here, Karl 
Marx trod here, Dickens walked through 
and wrote about here, Lenin worked here, 
prisons were stormed, radical presses 
and bookstores established and LGBTQ  

people found sanctuary – all in this area. 
Through this 125th anniversary year 

and beyond, we want to explore these 
rich seams of local history that have had 
national significance, and the related 
socio-economic and cultural themes 
that have resonated and endured through 
time. We want to utilise the rich archives 
of the area and work with local heritage 
and cultural organisations and individuals 
to bring this history alive using 21st cen-
tury technology. If you are interested in 
joining us for an exploratory consultative 
meeting at The Peel Centre, Northamp-
ton Road on Thursday 9 February from 
5 . 3 0 –7. 3 0 p m ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e , 
O l u ,  at o.alake@peelinstitute.org.uk to dis-
cuss further or book a place. Maybe we 
can make history together. 

BY OLU ALAKE 
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The heat is off
Islington Council’s block heating policy 
has caused much consternation. Here, 
one EC1 estate resident, who wishes to 

remain anonymous, issues a cri de cœur

The winter in some of EC1’s social 
housing estates has been significantly 

worsened by Islington Council’s 
decisions to restrict heating

he heating situation this 
winter has been a fail-
ure by the council. No 
private landlord would 

dare attempt it but Islington Coun-
cil can rest easy, fully aware that the 
majority of residents on the communal 
estates are unlikely to be able to afford  
legal representation.

Last March, Islington Council applied 
to the Government for permission to 
charge the maximum legally in council 
tax. This was months before the cost of 
living crisis. Then they raised the utility 
charges – heating, hot water and other 
services such as estate cleaning – as they 
do every year in April. The residents on 
the estates have no choice: they cannot 
install their own boilers so they have to 
pay the council for heat-
ing and hot water. 

The council’s heating 
season starts in Septem-
ber and ends in May. 
Residents pay for it all 
year round although 
they get six months 
worth. The council 
claims it  is  helping  
tenants and leaseholders 
to spread the cost. 

This winter, with no 
warning or consultation, the council cut 
another six weeks off the heating season. 
It should have begun on September 15, 
but on September 13 residents received an 
undated letter telling them that the heating 

he housing blocks of EC1 are 
enduring a cold winter, in part 
due to Islington Council’s deci-
sion to restrict heating in some 

of its blocks. Some 4,700 of Islington’s 
36,000 council homes have communal 
heating systems.

This includes reducing the hours when 
the centralised heating systems are in 
action and starting the season’s heating 
schedule a month later than usual – and 
at the Finsbury and King’s Square estates, 
the Brunswick Close Estate, the Redbrick 
estate and Stafford Cripps estate, resi-
dents’ voices are being raised in protest. 

At the Brunswick Close Estate’s ‘warm hub’ 
in the estate’s community centre, residents 
told the EC1 Echo that they found the situation 
intolerable. Kathleen Durden said: “I haven’t 
been able to sleep because it’s so cold.” 

In an endeavour to become warm at 
noon, Ms Durden, 79, filled a hot water 
bottle and scalded her hand, which she 
attributes to the freezing conditions in her 
flat. “The council tells you to use your own 
heating. But who’s going to pay the costs 
of an expensive fan heater?”

Her neighbour Pauline Fitzpatrick, 61, 
said that the heating hours had gone down 
from 18 a day to 13. “The less it’s on, the 
longer it then takes for it to heat up – almost 
an hour.” They residents also said that the 
thermostat controls inside the flats were 
inadequate and made little difference. 

Sarah Nash of the Finsbury Estate 
TRA said it was a similar situation in 
their blocks, adding that the council had 
stonewalled residents’ complaints and left  
complaints unanswered. 

“There’s completely no consultation,” 
said Ms Nash, who added that the insu-
lation of the blocks was poor, worsening 
the heat loss. She said that the TRA was 
consulting lawyers with a view to taking a 
case against Islington Council. 

As well as the heating issues, residents 
have been aggrieved that in a consultation 
exercise immediately prior to the heating 
season the council only offered residents 
two choices: to either pay a little more for 
their heating or pay a lot more and keep 
the heating as it was. As the prices have 
risen, the heating has come down. One 
resident of Brunswick Close said: “I’ve 
never seen as many people so upset with 
the council – and it’s not just what they’ve 
done, but how they’ve done it.”

In response, Islington Council says that 
the measures have been put in place to 

“TT would not be coming on for another 
month. The council ignored all attempts 
to reach them. Then, for over a month, 
the hot water was switched off between 
midnight and 7am, on at least one estate 
housing around 800 people. 

Repeated attempts to talk to the coun-
cil have been in vain, with urgent emails 
from TMOs unanswered. Then a letter, 
authored by a new body set up by IBC, 
Estate Champions, informed the residents 
that the utilities charges were going up 
again, for the second time in six months, 
by more than double. Heaping insult onto 
injury, the heating would also be switched 
off three times daily: in the morning, the 
afternoon, and at night. 

The council claim to aim to cater 
to “most” of  the residents. But on 

one estate alone, this 
writer spoke to ailing 
residents including an 
80-year-old woman 
with cancer and a fam-
ily of four with a child 
of 11 and the father in 
his 40s, both ill. The 
stressed mother was 
close to tears as she 
asked: ‘How can the 
counci l  keep doing 
this to us?’ 

It turns out that the council has been 
having a lot of problems with its plan. As 
the boiler systems were not designed to 
be turned on and off several times daily, 
many have broken down. The council’s 
solution was to turn the heating down 
to its lowest point and still be on. When 
IBC turns the heating down or off, peo-
ple who need warm homes get out their 
fan heaters.

Then GEM Environmental Building 
Services, the heating and engineering 
company which has the account with 
Islington Council, has to attend the 
estates repeatedly, sometimes taking 
days to get the heating working again. 
No compensation is liable until the 
heating is down for three consecutive 
days so the system can break down on 
a Friday and not be fixed until the fol-
lowing Tuesday, but tenants still have to 
pay on top of the extra cost of warming 
their homes with alternative sources. 

Christmas was a gloomy affair as many 
couldn’t afford gifts and bills. No won-
der the people of EC1 are beside them-
selves with worry and anger.”

help residents save money in the face of 
soaring energy costs – and that if there 
hadn’t been changes to communal heating, 
residents would have had to pay hundreds 
of pounds more each year.  

“Our residents are living through a cost 
of living emergency,” said Cllr Una O’Hal-
loran, Islington Council’s executive mem-
ber for housing and communities. “Global 
energy prices have soared in the last year, 
leaving most people in our borough facing 
much higher heating bills. It’s vital that the 
council does everything it can to protect 
them from further financial hardship.

“Energy bills for communal heating on our 
estates are paid by estate residents, who face 
big bill increases because of soaring global 
energy prices. The changes to communal 
heating hours on some estates in Islington 
have been solely made to save Islington 
residents money on their energy bills. The 
council is spending £1.1m of the heat reserve 
fund to keep bills lower and soften the blow 
of vastly increased energy prices.” 

The council said that communal heating is 
on for 13 hours a day during the heating season 
rather than the previous 18 hours and that was 
similar or more than the amount of time resi-
dents with individual boilers heat their homes. 

While residents will be paying an average 
of £17.40 per week, without the council’s 
action the average bill would be three times 
higher, at £52.28 per week. These actions 
are saving the average resident £34.88 per 
week off their bill.

The council said that it will be consulting 
again with residents. 

Kathleen Durden (right), Carly Fitzpatrick and Pauline Fitzpatrick of the Brunswick Close Estate

“The council’s 
heating season 

starts in September 
and ends in May. 

Residents pay for it 
all year round” 
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COLUMN5
A Museum of 

the Streets

I’m excited by Sharon Ament’s vision for 
the new London Museum – and also 
believe we needn’t wait three years to 
engage with the extraordinary heritage 

on our doorstep in EC1, drawing on the 
knowledge of residents as well as historians.

In the EC1 Echo last year City councillor 
Mathew Bell proposed re-staging Bar-
tholomew Fair to coincide with this year’s 
Barts 900 celebrations for St Bartholomew 
the Great and Barts Hospital. I added ideas 
on how digital technology could extend the 
experience by streaming events, and through 
augmented reality apps. I now hope that a 
Bartholomew Fair for 2023 might be sup-
ported by the Corporation’s new Destination 
City programme, and the proposed Business 
Improvement District, if approved by ballot. 

In any case, we don’t need a Fair to take 
these ideas forward on the doorstep of the new 
museum in West Smithfield, and elsewhere.

Back in 2010 the Museum pioneered a Street-
Museum app promoted as “a bid to put the 

collections of the museum where 
they belonged, on the streets 

of London.” Changes in 
phone operating sys-

tems mean the app is 
no longer available, 
but it is now possible 
to develop something 
s im i l a r  u s ing  36 0 
degree photos with 

embedded  images , 
video, and hotspots.
Anyone using Google 

Streetview will value how you 
can stroll, virtually, down a street and click on 
hotspots where they have added information 
and photos to Google maps. 

I’m exploring that using a 360 camera and 
virtual tour software and following through 
another initiative also featured in last year’s 
EC1 Echo, by adding additional content to the 
places highlighted on quiet and interesting 
routes through Clerkenwell and the City cre-
ated by the Living Streets Footways project.

With The Peel I am exploring how we can use  
maps and media to celebrate its 125th anniver-
sary and the radical heritage of Clerkenwell. 
There will be an event on Thursday 9 February 
to show some demonstrations – get in touch on 
my email below if you’re interested.

Museums are experts in curating and displaying 
content, using traditional and new media. City and 
Islington guides are walking museums of knowl-
edge, and some share that online. I believe we 
can partner with guides and historians in creating 
our own museums, enhancing our explorations 
online and on the ground.

Sharon envisages an innovative, open, socia-
ble museum. We can start to realise that vision 
now, building on ideas first featured in EC1 Echo.
For more visit my blog connections.commons.
london or email david@socialreporter.com

BY DAVID WILCOX

David W
ilcox

FEATURES

Museums have learned a lot since 
the Covid era when people couldn’t 
visit in person. “Before then, we imag-
ined that people would want to stand 
in front of objects, rather than, look 
at information on a website,” says 
Ament. “But nobody behaved like 
that. So now we want the objects to 
speak.” In doing this Artificial Intel-
ligence and Virtual Reality will play 
their part, but Ament says there’ll be 
no “tricksy stuff that adds nothing. 
My questions are always: what does it 
add? How does it help understanding? 
Does it help an object or story come 
to life? If it does, we’ll consider it but 
it must be really focused.” 

There are several other current ini-
tiatives for the Museum, including a 
large addition to its digital Oral His-
tory Collection, set to launch in 2024, 
and to include 5,000 newly public oral 
histories from around London. 

“We’ve already got a really big 
oral history collection and for us, the 
direct voice has always been really 
important,” says Ament. “When you 
hear people talking about the Blitz 
the power of somebody talking to 
you from across the ages is phenom-
enal. Our oral history has always been 
about being representative, working 
with working class communities and 
individuals whose voices haven’t been 
heard to give as full a picture of Lon-
don as possible.” 

Shortly a new report, ‘Inequality, Class 
and the Pandemic’ is to be published  

by the Museum, drawing on oral his-
tories of those shuttered times, from 
carers to supermarket workers, clean-
ers, bartenders and delivery couriers. 
“In this programme we’ll collect and 
record the lives of young people,” says 
Ament, “It always seems to be adults 
that appear in oral history.”

Another way the London Museum 
will differ from its predecessor is that 
parts will be open all night. It’s set 
to include a dedicated 24-hour cafe, 
the Cocoa Rooms, on the Farringdon 
Street side. Named after Lockhart’s 
Cocoa Rooms, a chain of alcohol-free 
bars founded in 1880 – one was located 
at West Smithfield – it will be part of 
the Museum’s porous approach. 

“The area already has a 24-hour feel, 
with the meat market, Bart’s Hos-
pital and the nightlife,” says Ament. 
Indeed, the Museum has linked up 
with nightclub Fabric, which is set 
to become what is said to be the 
‘world’s first’ nightclub-in-residence 
at a museum. A big event is planned 
for 2025 to inaugurate this aspect 
with music, art, food and events, and 
the sense of a destination will build, 
adjacent to its Crossrail hub.

“The location has all the magic 
ingredients and superb accessibility,” 
says Ament. “The Museum of Lon-
don will go from being a hidden place 
that no one can find to being two 
stops away from Paris – and the 
area will be connected in ways that 
no other cultural districts will. Plus, 
it’s a really evocative environment.”

Being a museum of its own city, 

the London Museum faces few of the 
difficulties facing other museums, 
such as the restitution of objects to 
origin countries and the decolonisa-
tion of the collection. But as Ament 
says, “Museums should be in the 
centre of public conversation. From 
my perspective people shouldn’t be 
afraid of objects expressing parts 
of our history. Understanding the 
depth and complexity of  history, 
backed by evidence, is part of 
our desire to help understanding. 
We’re constantly understanding 
more about London, working with 
historians, sociologists and teams.” 
And using the resources of London-
ers themselves is part of that, for 
as Ament says, ‘You might be the 
world’s expert on London’s laun-
derettes, in which case get in touch.” 

There’s another aspect of interest to 
EC1 Echo readers – how the London 
Museum will interact with locals. “We 
set ourselves a target of engaging with 
100,000 Londoners so far, when I last 
looked, we were up to 45,000,” says 
Ament [details are on the website]. 
“In terms of our relationship with 
Clerkenwell, definitely. We’re on an 
intersection with three boroughs, but 
I’ve found that people think less of 
boundaries, more about neighbour-
hoods. And with a population of 10 
million curators in London, we want 
to be a loved and shared place – in the 
middle of big ideas and in the middle 
of London itself.”

Visit  museumoflondon.org.uk/ 
museum-london

Continued from Page-1

West Smithfield will become the new London  
Museum site Credit Penny Dampier
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The Peel is your local community 
centre, based in Clerkenwell since 1898. 

We offer classes, regular events and 
activities for all ages and assist people 

to set up projects which benefit the 
community – including EC1 Echo, the 

community newspaper

elcome to 2023, a year that 
promises to be like no other! 
It has certainly started 

where last year left off, with everyone 
seemingly on dreaded tenterhooks 
waiting for the next crisis to roll on us. 
The cost of living emergency shows 
no signs of abating, the government is 
in a stalemate with unions on how to 
resolve the issues that have precipitated 
the increasingly widespread industrial 
actions, and there are worrying signs of 
increased levels of mental health and 
antisocial behaviour amongst our youth. 

It is at times like these that organisa-
tions like The Peel can really come into 
their own: as more than a community 
hub, we are now out in the community 
asking people how we can help them, 
what they and their children need to 
live safer, more fulfilled lives, and then 
helping them to make those things 

s The Peel reaches its 125th 
anniversary, we are reflecting 
on our continuous presence in 

Clerkenwell over this period. The Peel 
has been working alongside local archi-
vist and historian, Leon Robinson of 
Positive Steps to catalogue and develop 
our archives. In our first session, we 
discovered documents dating back to as 
early as 1896, as well as a wide range of 
photographs and reports.

If you would like to contribute to a 
discussion on how we can appropriately 
mark this anniversary, we will be hosting 
a community event on 9 February at The 
Peel Centre. 

Please RSVP at admin@peelinstitute.org.uk. 
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t is with great sadness that we announce 
the loss of our dear friend, Sheila 
Collins. Sheila was a regular member of 

The Peel’s 55+ Social Club for over 20 years.  
We sat down with some of her close friends, 
including Maria Mansfield, Josie Hadley, 
Mary Smith and Vivian Evans, and remi-
nisced about her time with us. Sheila was 
known as the life of the party. Incredibly 
outgoing and funny, she had a special inter-
est in creative activities and quizzes. She 
enjoyed The Peel’s day trips to the theatre 
and seaside. She loved to sing and would 
regularly join in with karaoke or live perfor-
mances. As one member wrote: ‘Thanks for 
all the laughter, chats and memories, we will 
really miss your fun personality and years of 
experience.’ Another noted: ‘You made me 
so welcome when I started at The Peel. Your 
knowledge at the quizzes was amazing – 
great times with all the activities we shared’. 

Rest in peace, Sheila. 

ur local outreach team was out 
in full force this month. From 
delivering ready meals to local 

n January, we saw the return of our 
Youth Club social evenings for the 
first time since 2020. Unlike our 

coding and cooking classes, these evenings 
are a chance for our young members to get 
together and play, without a specific focus 
or goal – just fun. This is especially import-
ant after the Covid pandemic, where many 
children and young people were unable 
to socialise with their peers. Unlike many 
other youth clubs that only offer specialised 
classes, having this space for appropriately 

hristmas at The Peel is always a 
special time for all of our members 
and staff. This Christmas, both our 

Social and Youth clubs celebrated with 
big parties. We were incredibly proud of 
what The Peel team has achieved through 
the year, and it was a joy to engage in the 
festivities with our members. 

We are so grateful to the organisations  
that generously donated to our Christmas 
Toy appeal – thanks to you, we gave over 
50 presents to local children both at The 
Peel and at local estates. 

happen. We are so grateful for how 
much the community has embraced us 
in this approach over the past year. This 
has seen us develop some really fantas-
tic initiatives both at our base at Three 
Corners and also in various Clerkenwell 
community settings.  With your help, 
we are looking to do even more for even 
more in 2023!

This year marks a significant mile-
stone for us – it is our 125th anniver-
sary! Yes, since 1898, The Peel Institute 
has had a constant presence in Clerken-
well. While it is sad that the issues we 
were set up to address by George Mas-
terman Gillett MP in 1898 are broadly 
still the same as our mandate today, it 
is very powerful that as an organisa-
tion we continue to rise to meet those 
challenges. There will be a programme 
of activity through the year, which will 
be an opportunity not just for us to  
look back on Clerkenwell over the last 
125 years, but to also reimagine the 
next 125 years and see what we can do 
together to bring that better society into 
being. If you have any ideas, please do 
share with us. 

There are other imminent changes at 
Peel HQ: Our Chair of Trustees, Arvinda 
Gohil is stepping down after 6 years of 
dedicated service. We are in the process 
of recruiting a replacement as you will 
see in this edition. Please apply yourself 
or share with your colleagues, friends or 
neighbours that may be interested.

Please do get in touch to let us know if 
you have any ideas or thoughts on how 
we can work together.

I wish you and yours a magnificent, 
happy, healthy 2023!

Dedication to Sheila

Community outreach

Youth club revival

Christmas at The Peel

Community warm spaces 

Older Person’s Activity Coordinator, pictured 
with local Police Community Support Officers

Letter from Olu

The Peel Archives –  
125th anniversary 

Advertisement

he Peel recognises the 
impact that energy cost rises, 
increased cost of fuel and the 

cost of living crisis is having on local 
residents. We are adapting our services 
to support those who need it in the 
form of a warm space. Our warm 
spaces are open to all members of the 
community, and hot drinks and soups 
are provided free of charge. These take 
place every Thursday from 10am–3pm 
at The Peel Institute and every Friday 
10am–3pm at Brunswick Close Estate’s 
community hall. Our first community 
warm space was a huge success with 26 
people in attendance.

estates and schools, the team also visited 
Finsbury Library to promote The Peel and 
ask residents what changes they’d like to 
see in the local area. If you have an activity 
or project you’d like help supporting, 
contact s.gregory@peelinstitute.org.uk. 

supervised activity is a great opportunity 
for children to practise social development 
in a safe environment. One of the young 
people said: “This is so much fun – I have 
even made new friends!” A parent said – 
“My daughter is usually so shy and with-
drawn, but coming here she has been like  
a different, happier child!”

The Peel’s Youth Club Social Evenings are 
open to children ages 8 to 18, with separate 
sessions for 8 to 12 year olds at 3.30–6pm 
and 13 to 18 year olds from 6.30–8.30pm. 
There are other Youth Club activities on 
Monday to Thursday. Please contact Jeana 
on 07919 447074 for more information.

NEWS FROM  
THE PEEL

Archives at Finsbury Library

Keeping Warm Together 
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CHAIR

The Peel Institute is looking for a Chair, to join a group of people passionate and
enthusiastic about our work and committed to supporting people in Clerkenwell. In return,
you will be part of a team who are impact driven and recognised as a key part of the
ecosystem supporting the community.

Please submit your application with your 
personal email address to ensure you receive
acknowledgement of receipt. 

Closing date: 11:59pm Sunday 26th Feburary
2023

JOIN OUR TEAM

To read more about this role and how to apply,
please visit our microsite here: 
https://micro.green-park.co.uk/peel/

We cover a range of local people and their needs - our
activities include cooking sessions for
young people and families, baby items swap shop, food
distribution and exercise classes for older
people. The area is changing fast, and the Peel is
changing with it to respond to local needs.

A strong connection to Clerkenwell is 
important, and a passion for our work.

O

E

tis Lumumba’s African guitar classes have proved to be extremely popular 
with local residents of all ages. The classes have proved to be wonderfully 
intergenerational, with a wide group of ages learning together. Classes 

are free for under 18s and £5 for adults. 

ach issue, we interview a 
member of staff, volunteer or 
local resident to give readers 

an insight into life at The Peel. Meet 
Nermin Shefik, our Programmes 
Assistant and Community Organiser.

What’s your role at The Peel?
I actually have two roles at The Peel 
– I’m the Social Club Programmes 
Assistant and also a Community 
Organiser. I assist the over-55’s 
Social Club in their day-to-day 
activities, and with the community 
organiser side, I go out into the 
community, see what the general 

Otis Lumumba’s Guitar Classes

The Peel Spotlight:  
Nermin Shefik

February at The Peel Youth 
Club

Please refer to our website and social media  
platforms for more details, and our March calendar

Programmes Assistant and Community  
Organiser, Nermin Shefik   

Credit  Penny Dampier
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Wednesday 1st

Wednesday 8th

Wednesday 15th

Wednesday 22nd

Thursday 2nd

Thursday 9th

Thursday 16th

Thursday 23rd

Friday 3rd

Friday 10th

Friday 17th

Friday 24th

Saturday 4th

Saturday 11th

Saturday 18th

Saturday 25th

Sunday 5th

Sunday 12th

Sunday 19th

Sunday 26th

Monday 6th

Monday 13th

Monday 20th

Monday 27th

Tuesday 7th

Tuesday 14th

Tuesday 21st

Tuesday 28th

Activites 10am–3pm

Dish n’ Jam: Love is Love
6–9pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Coding 5–6pm  
(8 to 16yrs)

Activites 10am–3pm

Coding 5–6pm  
(8 to 16yrs)

Activites 10am–3pm

Coding 5–6pm  
(8 to 16yrs)

Activites 10am–3pm

Coding 5–6pm  
(8 to 16yrs)

Activites 10am–3pm

Cooking 4:30–6pm 

Cooking 4:30–6pm 

Activites 10am–3pm

Cooking 4:30–6pm 

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Activites 10am–3pm

Otis guitar classes 4–5pm

Otis guitar classes 4–5pm

Otis guitar classes 4–5pm

Otis guitar classes 4–5pm

Social 3:30–
5:30pm (8–12 yrs) 
& 6–8pm (12+)

Social 3:30–
5:30pm (8–12 yrs) 
& 6–8pm (12+)

Social 3:30–
5:30pm (8–12 yrs) 
& 6–8pm (12+)

Social 3:30–
5:30pm (8–12 yrs) 
& 6–8pm (12+)

Activites 10am–3pm

Cooking 4:30–6pm

Warm space 
10am–3pm – The Peel

Warm space 
10am–3pm – The Peel

Warm space 
10am–3pm – The Peel

Warm space 
10am–3pm – The Peel

Warm space 10am–3pm – 
Brunswick Close Estate

Warm space 10am–3pm – 
Brunswick Close Estate

Warm space 10am–3pm – 
Brunswick Close Estate

Warm space 10am–3pm – 
Brunswick Close Estate

Social  
Club

Are you a local business or organisation that would 
like to support one of our upcoming projects? If 
your organisation would like to explore how we can 
work together on community initiatives, please get 
in touch with us at admin@peelinstitute.org.uk.  
We are so grateful for the support that we have 
been receiving from various local organisations. 

Subscribe to our digital newsletter.  
Sign up from our website homepage.
Visit: peelinstitute.org.uk
Email: admin@peelinstitute.org.uk
Call: 020 7837 6082
Follow: @Peelinstitute

The Clerkenwell Alliance is a collective of 
individuals from across public, private and 
voluntary sectors, all with the shared goal of 
pooling together resources to support the local 
community. The Alliance meet to focus on key 
local issues and implement positive change.

There is an unprecedented need for food 
and other donations due to the cost of living 
emergency and its knock-on effects on vulnerable 
members of the community. The Alliance are 
seeking any local businesses or organisations 
that would like to be part of or contribute to our 
upcoming initiatives. If you would like to join the 
Alliance, email admin@peelinstitute.org.uk

Would you like to volunteer with us?Clerkenwell Alliance

need is, and help residents set up 
projects that benefit the community. 
The key to this is finding out what 
Clerkenwell needs. 

What’s your best accomplishment at 
The Peel? 
Working at The Peel has given me a 
fraternal feeling – a sense of belong-
ing and community. It may seem like 
a cliché, but the Peel team really is a 
big family, and we all want to work 
together to give back to Clerkenwell 
residents. Recently, I’m most proud 
of Dish ‘n’ Jam – a monthly food and 
music event we started up last year. 
We were joined by people from all 
walks of life who otherwise would 
have never met. We received amaz-
ing feedback from the community. 

Describe The Peel in 3 words  
Welcoming, committed and joyous. 

What do you like about Clerkenwell?
There’s such a varied mixture of 
people in the local area – a melting 
pot of culture.  I especially enjoy the 
creative side of Clerkenwell. Where 
I grew up, in Old Street, people 
aren’t as friendly, but here – in the 
immediate part of Clerkenwell – 
people smile and say good morning. 
There’s a strong sense of commu-
nity spirit.



ne of the most remark-
a b l e  p o e t s  o f  o u r 
time has emerged in 
Clerkenwel l .  Eu la 

Harrison, who attends The Peel, 
has become a rising star, with an 
expanding portfolio of poems that 
are as heartfelt and thoughtful as 
they are punchy and powerful. And 
she is 98 years old in March. 

Eula, who was born in Cuba in 
1925 to Jamaican parents, had at 
a young age the good fortune to 
have an inspirational teacher in 
Edna E. Harrison. “I remember it 
well,” says Eula. “It was hot. We’d 
come back from lunch break and 
she would sit on top of a bench 
and read to us. And I didn’t realise 
until later that  it got me interested 
in poetry. That is how I started.”

There was another inspirational 
moment. When Eula’s grandfather 
died, and she was about 12 years old, 
she went through his old travelling 
chest. “Inside, I found this old poetry 
book by Paul Laurence Dunbar.” An 
African-American writer, Dunbar 
was born to enslaved parents, but 
managed to gain an international 
reputation. “I took it to school,” says 
Eula. “I think maybe it spurred me, 
because I started to read more and 
funnily enough, even started writing 
a story about my grandfather.”

Citizens Of Empire
Passengers arriving in this country
In 1948 on the SS Empire Windrush
Did not arrive as fateless migrants
Driven from their homes
Or dying of hunger and thirst.
They came invited to work.
The country needed workers,
The call came from the Government here in London. 

Leaving families behind, 
They arrived, eager to do their part, 
All loyal citizens of the Empire. 
Not entering by a back door, 
But as British citizens,
Born under the British flag.
With head held high,
And a British passport in hand. 
Their Motherland needed help,
To rebuild a country
Devastated by war. 

From all corners of the Caribbean they came,
Ready to work
Filling the gaps left,
By those who sadly would not be returning.
Eagerly, they arrived like those before.
Soldiers and sailors,
Fearlessly giving their lives,
In both world wars,
Defending king, country and Empire.
The Head of Empire seated here in London,
Has always been revered by them from afar. 

Never did they expect the unfriendly,
Unfair treatment meted out. 
Given the worst of jobs, lowest of pay,
Suffering snubs and indignities.
Willingly they did the work offered,
Loyally helping the country to recover. 
Still remembering families far away to be provided for,
While suffering the effects of unfamiliar cold and snow.
Getting frost-bitten and having heavy chills and colds,
From bad housing conditions and unsuitable clothing.
Working long shifts as drivers and conductors on buses,
Manning the railway and underground,
Building sites to name a few. 
In time, they were able to make changes
With better conditions,
Securing a home,
Allowing them to be united with families,
Within this group of labourers on the Empire Windrush
Were doctors and nurses, manning the hospitals  
across the country,
Nursing the returned wounded and shell-shocked. 

Long before the Windrush came,
Thousands of our soldiers and sailors, airmen and engineers,
For army and navy, carpenters, masons.
How proud we all should be of them who came before,
Worked so hard for hardly any recognition. 
Forerunners for others who came after,
They truly are our heroes.
Now these same workers – Doctors, nurses and others – 
elderly and infirm,
Are being forced out of the country they worked so hard,
And fought for
And helped to rebuild.
If we, the people of those far-off islands, should complain,
Of disgraceful and unfair treatment,
Meted out to these elderly citizens,
Can we truly be blamed for complaining?

O

House where she met the then 
Prince Charles. 

For the last five years or so, Eula 
has attended All Change Arts in 
Dingley Place, EC1 and along with 
The Peel every Monday, she finds 
both places “very supportive”. 
Eula still writes – not daily, but a 
fair amount. 

“Something comes in my head 
and I just get it down,” she says, 
about her process. “I write in bed 
and have quite a few pen marks on 
my bed linen as a result.” A keen 
self-editor, she also has “a lot of lit-
tle scribblings. I might do three or 
four lines then I go back to them, 
to see if they work or not.” Some 
are on ancestral themes, while 
others may be about flowers. She 
has a huge range. 

“When Covid came I wrote about 
Covid, because someone called to 
ask me if I’m lonely. That’s when I 
wrote my poem Not Lonely or Bored. 
It’s what I do to keep myself occu-
pied.” With over 100 poems and 
many more in parts, Eula has enough 
for another anthology or two. 

Writing has kept her sharp, 
she says, including through 
lockdown, and she has become a 
much-loved regular at The Peel, 
where CEO Olu Alake has called 
her work “incredible”. Eula has 
now come to the attention of 
editors and publishers. But while 
her venerable age could be a real 
marketing platform, the interest 
in her poems lies in their simplic-
ity and strength of her words – to 
be seen, for example, in the poem 
to the right, Citizens of Empire.

Something comes 
in my head and I 
just get it down

"

"

Eula Harrison at The Peel Credit Penny Dampier

At almost 98, Peel 
attendee and poet 
Eula Harrison has 
a fierce lyrical gift

Eula moved to London in 1956 
and lived in the West End near 
the BT Tower, which she saw 
being built. With links in the UK – 
her brother was in the RAF – she 
moved to be with her partner. She 
had three children here, and worked 
as a seamstress. By the 1980s she 
retired in the UK and moved back 
to Jamaica for nine years. “My part-
ner died and I just didn’t want to 
stay,” she says. “But the Jamaica I’d 
left was different to the Jamaica it 
became.” So after a while working 
there, she returned to London.

This time, with grown-up chil-
dren, Eula had more time for her-
self. She saw an advert for a poetry 
class in Hilldrop Community 
Centre with poet Tessa Dummett 
and went along. “She was a good 
teacher,” says Eula. “She told us 
to read each other, comment on 
each other’s work, and taught us 
poetry forms and other things.” 
Eula’s work was published in  
an anthology. 

Eula also went to Age UK’s ‘Older 
Learners’ group in the early 1990s, 
where she gained a lot of experi-
ence. From this, she found herself 
volunteering in schools and helping 
young people. In recognition of this 
work she was invited to Clarence 

Poet’s corner
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Let us go 
then, you 

and I

A love supreme
The publishing 

house Faber 
moves to 

Hatton Garden

One of the UK’s top jazz musicians, Nikki Yeoh, is 
Clerkenwell born and bred. Here she talks about why we 

need more music in our schools – and in our homes

he publishing 
h o u s e  Fa b e r 
is moving its 
premises to The 

Bindery in Hatton Garden 
this spring. Previously 
in London’s traditional 
book publishing centre of 
Bloomsbury, its new 
Clerkenwell loca-
tion will be its 
fourth home 
in its history.

Sometimes 
known by the 
full title Faber 
a n d  Fa b e r, 
the publishing 
house has long 
been a poetry spe-
cialist. TS Eliot was an edi-
tor and director at Faber, 
and the publishing house 
has hosted several other 
Nobel Laureates from 
Harold Pinter to Samuel 
Beckett, Derek Walcott, 
Seamus Heaney to Orhan 
Pamuk. More recently, 
Jarvis Cocker has been an 
editor-at-large and it bene-
fited from royalties brought 
in by the hugely success-
ful Andrew Lloyd Webber 
musical Cats, based on TS 
Eliot’s Old Possum’s Book of 
Practical Cats of 1939.

It also hosts The Faber 
Academy, a school with 
creative writing courses. 
Two scholarships are 
o f f e r e d  e a c h  y e a r , 
with a focus on under- 
represented groups.

The Bindery, launched 
last year and hosted the 
second Clerkenwell Pho-
tography Competition, in 
conjunction with The Peel 
and EC1 Echo. On the site 
of an old book-binding 
business, hence its name, 
The Bindery is close to 
the City of London’s his-
toric churches featured 
in TS Eliot’s epic poem, 
The Waste Land. It has 
a garden designed by 
landscape designer Andy 
Sturgeon, zero-carbon 
technology and charging 
points for electric bikes 
and scooters.

ne can see how 
Nikki Yeoh became 
one of the UK’s 
pre-eminent jazz 

improvisers. Words tumble out 
of her as if she can’t contain 
them, and watching her play is 
similarly captivating.

Now Nikki, 49, is leading 
Guildhall School’s Music Edu-
cation Islington team to develop 
jazz and improvised music for 
Islington’s young people – a role 
that is, in a sense, giving back. 
For Nikki grew up in St John’s 
Street, Clerkenwell in a modest 
household. She’s spent most of 
her subsequent life in the area, 
lives here still, and 
thinks EC1 is “one 
of the most brilliant 
places in the world”. 
Indeed, with her help 
it may well become 
one of the country’s 
music hubs.

W h i l e  N i k k i ’s 
story started inaus-
piciously it shows 
the benefits of true 
f a m i l y  s u p p o r t . 
Her late father was 
Malaysian whi le 
her English moth-
er’s antecedents go 
back into Holborn 
for generations. She 
started playing music 
at three years old 
when her grandmother bought 
her a Fisher Price xylophone 
which her nan, noticing her tal-
ent, soon upgraded. “Exmouth 
Market was different then, with 
lots of shops,” says Nikki. “In 
an antique shop my nan found 
a little blue toy Victorian piano 
which she gave me when I was 
about five years old.” She took 
piano lessons and by the time 
she was seven, “was playing 
really well.” Then her granddad, 
a black cab driver, took out a 
loan of £300 (“a lot of money 
in the 1970s”) and bought her 
a proper upright piano.

A serious breakthrough 
occurred when Nikki played 
a key gig – on the hardwork-
ing piano in the now-defunct 
Royal Mail pub on Joseph 
Trotter Close. “I was outside 
with crisps and a soft drink, and 
was encouraged inside to show 
off my skills,” says Nikki. “So 
I played Edelweiss from The 

TO

Nikki’s Music Education Islington 
course is called ‘Jazz, Funk, Fusion, 
Afrobeat, Experimental and 
beyond band practice’. Based at 
Elizabeth Garret Anderson School 
every Monday term-time from 
4.30–6.30pm, it is open to anyone 
aged 6–18 confident enough to play 
all 12 notes on their instrument. 
Discounts are given to those who 
live or attend school in Islington and 
bursaries available for those in need 
of assistance. Visit gsmd.ac.uk/study-
with-guildhall/children-and-young-
people/music-education-islington
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Sound of Music. This guy came 
over to me with a big smile on 
his face.

“He’d collected loads of 
money for me in a beer glass. He 
handed it to me and said, ‘Now 
you’re a professional’.” Little did 
the pub-goers know that a few 
decades hence Nikki would be 
winning awards as a pianist and 
composer, and playing every-
where from the Royal Festival 
Hall to Ronnie Scott’s in Soho 
and the Montreux Jazz Festival. 

Nikki went to Hugh Myddle-
ton school and continued 
playing, with good results, 
encouraged by her mum who 

had left school early. She then 
went to Islington Green School 
where the music room became 
her “refuge”. She developed a 
lifelong aversion to racism, 
sexism, homophobia and 
all kinds of bullying. At the 
same time, Nikki attended the 
Interaction Jazz Workshop in 
Camden, learning from pio-
neering British jazz musicians 
Don Rendell and Ian Carr who 
tuned her onto the classic jazz 
of John Coltrane and Sonny 
Rollins. Talking them out from 
Finsbury Library, she gave 
herself a “sonic protection of 
armour that then made me 
super-focussed.” Afterwards 
came Islington Sixth Form Col-
lege, then in Holloway, where 
jazz and improvisation work-
shops ensued, and culminated 
in Nikki playing to legendary 
avant garde composer John 
Cage, who was visiting London. 
“He sat down and listened to 

the whole thing. I was amazed. 
Then he was whisked off to the 
East West Centre in Old Street 
for a macrobiotic lunch.”

In the 1990s, a resurgence 
of British jazz took place with 
artists like Julian Joseph and 
Courtney Pine. Nikki found a 
natural space in this world – and 
had another fortuitous twist. 
At a concert at the Jazz Cafe, 
Courtney Pine needed a pia-
nist and she raised her hand. “I 
thought, ‘I’m not ready yet’ and 
had impostor syndrome,” she 
said. “It bought up stuff about 
being a woman and working 
class. I felt awkward.” But “an 

almost out-of-body energy” 
took over and after she played, 
to huge applause, Pine asked 
for her telephone number. Two 
months later she was playing 
with hip-hop band The Roots 
and Nikki was on the circuit. 

The rest is history. Nikki 
has now played with jazz, soul 
and pop icons from Cleveland 
Watkiss, Neneh Cherry, Billy 
Cobham, Sir George Martin 
to Nigel Kennedy, and formed 
groups including Infinitum, with 
bass guitarist Michael Mondesir 
and drummer Keith Le Blanc, 
noted for his work on hip-hop 
label Sugar Hill and as she 
says, “one of the most sampled 
drummers ever”. Her musical 
travels have taken her across 
the world including New York 
and Cuba and as well as play-
ing, Nikki is also a composer. 
“Composing is a gift for me, 
because it comes so naturally,” 
she says. “I always start writing 

at the piano and have just been 
commissioned by the National 
Youth Jazz Orchestra to write 
a massive piece which will pre-
miere this year.” 

With all this going on, Nikki 
has long been a staunch advo-
cate of music in education. She 
teaches piano at The Camden 
School for Girls, runs jazz 
ensembles for Camden Music 
and is a mentor for Music for 
Youth. The Guildhall School 
initiative adds to that but she’s 
adamant that she’s a musi-
cian who teaches, rather than 
a teacher who plays music. “I 
treat it like a skill that you can 

learn. Some people 
believe in a ‘gift’ 
and worry that 
they won’t be good 
enough. I always 
tell them: rehearse. 
It’s the best way.”

But she’s dis-
mayed by the Gov-
ernment’s attitude, 
placing music so 
low on the curric-
ulum. “Education 
has  become so 
regimented and 
music and art are 
being squeezed 
out ,” she  says . 
“There’s a distinct 
h ierarchy f rom 
subjects like Maths 

and English at the top, then 
the sciences and humanities 
and right down at the bottom is 
the arts, with drama first, then 
music and dance.

“Why is that? It’s disabling 
young people’s self-expression. 
I always say, self-expression 
begets creativity and creativity 
begets freedom.” Also, argues 
Nikki, ”the music industry 
brings in so much revenue to 
the country. It’s short-sighted 
as lots of other jobs are attached 
to it.” And it brings pleasure. 
What could be better?

“Self expression 
begets creativity 
and creativity 

begets freedom”

Credit Penny Dam

pi
er

Nikki Yeoh at her piano Credit Nick White



NO 20EC1 ECHO

FEATURES 10

he London Underground – the oldest 
underground railway in the world – cele-
brates  its 160-year anniversary this year – 

and EC1 is a vital node in that timeline. For it was  
in January 1863 that the Metropolitan Railway took 
its first ride from Paddington and Farringdon. 

It was as the picture (above) attests, a forgotten 
world of top hats and open carriages. As these 
cars were drawn by steam trains, belching smoke 
into the air, huge chimneys had to be constructed. 
They can still be seen in a few places including 
Britannia Street in King’s Cross – big brick shafts 
about three or four metres wide. This segment of 
the Underground system is one of the shallowest 
in London, due to the “cut-and-cover” tunnels, 
and there’s a sense of it above the street too. 

The London Underground was a technologi-
cal marvel as well as being a world first. But the 
pollution levels would not pass muster in our 
own age. The smoke from the trains affected the 
drivers and staff, who companied of sulphurous 
fumes causing what they called “choke-damp”. 
The gas lighting didn’t help. And there were inci-
dents, too, like on 2 April 1863, a few months after 
opening, when an indignant letter in The Times 
brought attention to an antisocial incident, where 
a “powerful man entered, and after pushing and 
showing by gestures he wished for my seat… if 
I did not like to move he should sit on my knee 
which he accordingly did”. The trains braked a 
lot, making for a traumatic ride, and in 1897 it 
was reported that an entrepreneurial pharmacist 
had created a ‘Metropolitan Mixture’ to ease the 
respiratory trauma of a tube ride.

It’s a long way from Farringdon’s whispering latest 
innovation, Crossrail and the Elizabeth Line. But it 
testifies to a sense of innovation and as well as a spe-
cial 160 year roundel, called Love the Tube, there’s a 
a programme of activities throughout 2023.

oday it’s hard to imagine that 
Clerkenwell was notorious for 
crime. Charles Dickens wrote 

about the terrible conditions he saw 
in parts of Clerkenwell, particularly in 
Oliver Twist, and before Farringdon 
Road was built, there were notorious 
‘rookeries’ around Saffron and Herbal 
Hills where conditions were terrible. It 
was a warren of crime stretching over 
the Fleet River and Dickens based his 
character Fagin in Oliver Twist on noto-
rious Ikey Solomons – a shopkeeper 
receiving stolen goods. He avoided an 
Old Bailey trial when he escaped and 
travelled to New York, then joined his 
wife in Tasmania who had been trans-
ported there, and ultimately opened a 
shop and remained there. 

Most convicts who were transported 
did not have such colourful lives as Sol-
omons. Another deportee to Tasmania, 
convicted for what today we might call 
‘white collar crime’, was James Black-
burn from the Lloyd Baker Estate.

 Blackburn came from a respect-
able family and his brother John was 
the Minister at the Congregational 

T
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Going 
underground

From Amwell to Australia

The tube is 160 years old this 
year – and Farringdon can claim 

to be one of its birthplaces

Hazel Phillips tells the amazing story of James 
Blackburn, Clerkenwell’s ‘white collar’ convict

Further details of the Underground anniversary celebrations can be 
found here: tfl.gov.uk/Tube160   
These pictures of Farringdon Underground courtesy of London 
Metropolitan Archives. This image is available to view on the London 
Picture Archive website along with 250,000 historical images and 
maps of the capital www.londonpicturearchive.org.uk. Located in 
Clerkenwell, LMA is London’s historical archive, providing free access to 
millions of documents, maps, films and images from 1067 to the present 
day. The current exhibition, Magnificent Maps of London is open normal 
hours and will also open on Sat 11 Feb and Sat 11 March.

Church in Claremont Square. A  
surveyor-cum-architect/engineer, he 
had been involved in developing the 
sewage system in Finsbury. 

Blackburn was involved in building 
the Lloyd Baker Estate in the 1830s. 
The system for housing development 
in those days meant that people would 
lease land from the landowner, build a 
house or two on that land and then lease 
it to a resident for a specified period. 

This could be financially precarious 
if the builder was not able to let the 
house and recoup the investment. 
Blackburn experienced this cash flow 
problem in the winter of 1833. Already 
living in a house with his family in 
Lloyd Street with his brother John 
next door, furniture was taken from 
his house and he faced losing his 
home altogether. 

The solution he chose that February 
– 190 years ago this month – resulted 
in a dramatic and irreversible turn in 
his life. He forged two signatures on 
a Bank of England draft to the value 
of £600 – £36,000 in today’s prices. 

He was found out and charged. 

Blackburn had strong character 
witnesses at his trial including the 
solicitor of the Lloyd Baker Estate 
and several sewage commissioners 
he had worked with. Despite this, he 
was sentenced to transportation to 
Tasmania (then Van Diemen’s Land). 
His sentence was considered to be 
harsh as most convicts transported 
had been convicted more than once. 

Thus did the next phase of Black-
burn’s life begin in Hobart. Far from 
leaving his skills behind, they were 
very useful in developing the town 
and colony which was little more 
than 30 years old. On arrival convicts 
would be assessed for behaviour and 
skills and allocated either to work 
for the government or to develop 
farms and estates. Soon, James was 
designing and building churches, 
watch houses, roads and bridges 
across Tasmania – and a significant 
landmark in Hobart today is the 
sandstone tower of the church of St 
George’s in the neighbourhood of 
Battery Point to his design. 

Not all convicts rehabilitated them-
selves so well, and most were not edu-
cated or skilled as he was, but many 
had opportunities to improve their lot. 
But how would Blackburn have inte-
grated into aspirational Hobart society? 
It seems that people were accepted 
into the middle classes as long as they 
didn’t display their conviction. This is 
likely to have happened to Blackburn, 
and certainly his descendants didn’t 
know he had been a convict. 

After a free pardon in 1841, Black-
burn headed to Melbourne with his 
wife and now larger family – a route 
chosen by many in Tasmania attracted 
by the benefits of the gold rush. With 
four businessmen, he formed a water 
company to supply the first piped 
water in the city at a cheaper price, 
then became Melbourne’s City Sur-
veyor. He died in his 50s in Melbourne 
with many achievements under his 
belt. But what might Blackburn have 
done had he not been transported? 
London was expanding fast in Isling-
ton and elsewhere. Possibly, he may 
have been involved in sanitation proj-
ects to combat diseases like cholera 
– first making an appearance in the 
1830s – cleaned up the nearby Fleet 
River or worked with other champions 
of public health like Edwin Chadwick. 

We can only speculate. But Black-
burn certainly left his mark in Tasma-
nia and Melbourne, some visible today. 
How’s that for a convict’s legacy? 

St George’s in Hobart by Blackburn  
Credit Annette Teng  
via Wikimedia Commons

London Metropolitan Railway construction  
Credit London Metropolitan Archives
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ondon always dressed in black 
for royal death. It could not 
be said that Prince Albert, the 

husband of Queen Victoria, was a uni-
versally popular figure, but with his 
death on 14 December 1861, The Times 
did its best. ‘Never in our remem-
brance,’ the newspaper remarked, ‘has 
there been such universal sorrow at 
the death of an individual’. On the cold 
days that succeeded, the more dedi-
cated mourners attended churches in 
order to hear sermons in memory of 
the dead prince. Church bells tolled 
and the London shops were shut. 
Black crepe was everywhere.

A London correspondent for The 
Bury Times in Lancashire reported 
that he had found a ‘dense mass of 
mourning’ in the capital, with people 
shuttering their homes and standing 
around gloomily in black. He added 
that ‘they made such an effort on 
their outfits it was difficult to tell the 
rich from the poor... The signs of 
mourning are almost universal here ...’

After her husband’s death the queen 
retreated altogether from public life, 
and swathed herself in mourning as if 
she were the chrysalis for a black but-
terfly. That black vesture reappeared 
among the people with the death of 
Victoria herself. On 21 January 1901, 
she seemed confused and on the 
following day she took to her bed in 
Osborne House on the Isle of Wight. 
Her death came as a profound shock 

L Colours of London
London is often described as ‘grey’, particularly at this time of year. 
It’s far more colourful than that, of course, but in Peter Ackroyd’s 
new book, Colours of London, he paints a vivid description of 

London’s royal funerals, and the stately use of black

to many, if only because the thread of 
history had been broken. The newspa-
pers, bordered in black, revelled in a 
frenzy of headlines from the relatively 
simple ‘DEATH OF THE QUEEN’ 
to the more ponderous ‘THE VIC-
TORIAN ERA HAS ENDED’.  On 
the morning of Friday, the first day 
of February, the coffin was carried 
from Osborne House, placed on a 
gun-carriage and drawn with a military 
escort to Trinity Pier, East Cowes, all 
the royal mourners following on foot. 

The Times reported ‘the sky was 
cloudless and blue; the Solent looked 
like the Mediterranean itself’. The royal 
yacht started its short journey to Gos-
port, steaming slowly between forty 
British warships, a flotilla that stretched 
16 kilometres (10 miles) across the 
Solent. The mourners, dressed in 
black, followed in their yachts.

The night was passed at Ports-
mouth, and early on the morning 
of Saturday, the queen’s body was 
landed and taken by special train 
to Victoria station in London. On 
arrival at Victoria it was placed on a 
gun-carriage and drawn through what 
contemporary reports described as 
‘dense and silent throngs of mourners’ 
past Buckingham Palace, up Consti-
tution Hill, and through Hyde Park 
to Paddington station, and thence by 
train to her destination, Windsor. The 
cinematic portrayal, by Pathé News, 
was naturally in black and white.Peter Ackroyd’s book ‘Colours of London’ is published by Frances Lincoln (£25)

A colourised photograph showing porters at Smithfield Market reading a newspaper announcement of the 
death of George V, 1937 Credit George Rinhart/Corbis/Getty Images/Dynamichrome/Joshua Barrett
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Losing its chains

Past participants

The Marx Memorial Library celebrates 
its 90th birthday this year and is 
reaching out to new audiences

A book about the borough of 
Finsbury is flying off the shelf

W ith the works on 
Clerkenwell Green 
beg inn ing  t h i s 

month – see P13 – it’s a happy 
coincidence that the Marx 
Memorial Library and Work-
ers School (MML) is 90 years 
this year. The MML, housed 
in an historic building on the 
Green dating from 1738 with 
an imposing portico, was estab-
lished in 1933 by trade unionists, 
socialists and communists to  
commemorate the anniversary 
of Marx’s death in 1883. 

Last year, the MML gained a 
National Lottery Heritage Fund 
award of £93,710 to develop a 
campaign called ‘Marx Memo-
rial Library at 90: Enduring and 

ack in 2020, St Luke’s 
Community History 
Group made a film 
about its members 

lives and memories. It was so 
well received, with many views on 
national television and YouTube, 
that the group has now created a 
book called Finsbury Stories, writ-
ten and edited by Derek Smith. 
Already the book has proved so 
popular that it has already been 
reprinted and been requested  

To find out more:  
Visit marx-memorial-library.org.uk

More information about the ‘Finsbury 
Stories’ (£9.99) and the St Luke’s 
Community History Group can be found 
at the Facebook page Finsbury Stories 
and via polly.mann@wickaward.co.uk

The Group also runs events 
St John’s Gate Museum.
Thursday 2 February 2 at 11am Museum 
of the Order of St John St John’s Gate, 
London, EC1. Meet at museum door for a 
guided tour of the museum.

Monday 6 February at 6.30pm, Arsenal 
Workshop with Samir in Islington Museum, 
St John Street EC1.

Irene Francis 
with her 
daughter 
Lorraine  
in 1947

The new book 
has emerged 

from the 
history group

Credit  
St Luke’s 

Community 
History Group

Engaging’ – and in the course 
of this anniversary year, it is set 
to branch out and engage with 
local schools, voluntary organi-
sations, community groups and 
visitors to the Green.

“The library is a treasure 
trove of rich history, and we’re 
delighted to expand our work 
into the local community,” said 
Meirian Jump, MML manager 
and archivist. “The work on 
Clerkenwell Green will expand 
knowledge of the historic area 
and its links with radical tradi-
tions, from the Peasant’s Revolt 
to the Mayday celebrations.” 

Items and objects that can 
be seen at the MML include a 
200-strong ceramic collection 

by bookseller Waterstones. 
“It came out of 15 years of 

working together and listening to 
each other’s stories,” says Polly 
Mann of the group. “During 
that time, we’ve listened to each 
other’s stories, collected stories 
from community members and 
built up an archive of stories that 
we were really keen to share, 
both with older local residents 
and future generations.”

The film had encouraged the 

with pieces from the Peterloo 
Massacre in 1819 and the 1984–5 
Miners’ Strike, as well as Wil-
liam Morris artefacts and Karl 
Marx’s cigar case.

At present the MML attracts 
a steady stream of interested 
visitors. With the new works 
to Clerkenwell Green, and the 
MML’s own push, it hopes to 
gain new audiences. 

“There are many more things 

group to make the book so that 
current members could share it 
with their family and friends, as 
a printed legacy. With 80 pages 
and lots of pictures Polly says 
that it is “very accessible”, with 
a scrapbook feel that comes 
from the extensive use of family 
photography. It shows a life in 
Finsbury in the round – from 
work to war, school to society at 
large. There are depictions and 
descriptions of work, leisure, 
homes, air-raid shelters, pubs, 
demolition and construction 
– and some of the area’s trau-
mas including the the Blitz of 
WWII and the awful experience 
when the Wenlock Brewery was 
bombed, causing many fatalities. 

Established in 2006, the 
Community History Group 
was meant to encourage peo-
ple who otherwise may not have 
visited libraries and museums to 
build their own archive. Since 
then it has grown to become an 
important archive and it is also 
a crucial link to the old borough 
of Finsbury, which was absorbed 
into Islington in 1965 and no 

longer exists except vestigially 
in the names of Finsbury Health 
Centre and Finsbury Town Hall. 

“It’s very much an aim of the 
book to raise awareness of Fins-
bury because many younger peo-
ple and newer residents haven’t 
got a clue that it was a borough 
in its own right,” says Polly. “This 
is important because it was such 
an innovative place in terms of 
things like healthcare and hous-
ing, especially in the 1930s and 
40s. We’re trying to raise aware-
ness of that.” It is also important 
to The Right Hon Lord Smith of 
Finsbury, Chris Smith, a former 
MP for Islington South – he has 
provided an afterword to the 
book – and to group member, 
David Hyams: “Finsbury was the 
second most densely populated 
borough in London. There were 
12,000 people living here and 
only 200 had baths in the 1920s.”

Many of the group members 
are now in their 80s. But the book 
is not solely a look back at a disap-
pearing world. “It’s a celebration 
of a corner of London that did 
very well for its people and was 

so significant and ahead of the 
game,” says Polly. “We’ve got 
very good working relationships 
with local schools and our mem-
bers have made presentations.” 

What is apparent is that the 
mix of the commercial and the 
domestic has long existed in 
the area, with old factories and 
workshops now replaced with 
residential lofts and high-tech 
businesses. One aspect of the 
book is that many of the 19th 
Century terraces depicted have 
gone. “It’s a huge loss, and imag-

ine the area now if they’d 
stayed,” says Polly. 

“But we have 
tried to be pos-
itive. There’s a 
sense of pride 
a n d  a c c e p -
tance about the 

changes. Finsbury 
was innovative in 

the 20th Century 
and now we’ve got new 

innovations – look at aspects 
like Silicon Roundabout. The 
area has constantly reinvented 
itself and jobs have always been 
on people’s doorsteps.”B

here than people expect,” says 
Jump. “We want the Library to 
emerge from this initial project 
more well-known, but also more 
resilient, with a business plan and 
a dynamic engagement plan.” 

To help with its visibility, the 
MML has a new logo by Steve 
Smith, the result of a design 
competition. The statue of Syl-
via Pankhurst by Ian Walters for 
Clerkenwell Green, which was 

on the back burner, is  now likely 
to be built and, as Jump says, “is 
likely to point towards the MML.” 
A maquette or model of the statue 
is in the MML’s reading room.

Jump adds that the MML is 
“really excited” about the plan to 
revive Clerkenwell Green. “This 
is a pivotal point for us,” she says. 
“While people have always been 
attracted to the library, it will be 
a real opportunity to increase 
footfall and attract more.

“We also look forward to 
becoming part of a cluster of 
local organisations that have 
historical and research depth, 
from the Museum of London 
to the London Metropolitan 
Archives and The Peel.”

This summer residents in 
Islington will be invited to 
weekend workshops on radical 
Clerkenwell, including on May 
20. For further details and the rest 
of the programme for the year, 
see the MML’s website, below.

The Marx Memorial Library Credit MML
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s l i n g t o n  C o u n c i l  h a s 
announced plans for major 
changes to Clerkenwell 
Green, one of London’s 

oldest and most historic public 
spaces. This transformation is 
part of the council’s mission to 
create a cleaner, greener and 
healthier environment for all 
residents and visitors to enjoy.

The council is proceeding 
with changes including plant-
ing new trees and resurfacing 
pavements with Yorkstone pav-
ing and granite setts. To make 
it easier for people to walk and 
cycle, Clerkenwell Road and 
Clerkenwell Green junction 
will be closed to motor vehicles. 
Additionally, 43 parking spaces 
and one motorcycle stand will be 
removed and four new benches 
will be introduced for people to 
sit and enjoy the green. 

However, some local busi-
nesses are worried about the 
impact of the  parking. Scotti’s 
Snack Bar, a 55-year-old fami-
ly-run cafe located at 38 Clerken-
well Green, relies heavily on 
cabbies, window cleaners and 
builders for business. The owners 
are worried that their customers 
will not have enough time during 
their breaks to park their vehicles 
and walk half a mile to the cafe.  

An Islington Council spokes-
person said: “Clerkenwell Green 
is one of the borough’s most 
historic public spaces, and the 

I

The council’s plans for Clerkenwell Green 
don’t suit everybody, writes Amelia Braddick

improvements we’re proposing will 
help make it a more attractive space for 
local residents and the many people that 
use it every day, as well as boosting air 
quality and biodiversity.

“We consulted on proposals to improve 
the Green in 2017, and the scheme was 
supported by 82 percent of people who 

responded.  The proposals include planting 
seven trees, creating more public space, and 
making it quieter, easier and safer to walk, 
cycle and use buggies and wheelchairs.

 “Our local economy team visited Scotti’s 
last week to discuss their concerns.”

Additional plans involve implementing 
a statue of feminist and socialist Sylvia 

Pankhurst by Ian Walters. The 
Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Com-
mittee (SPMC) wishes to raise 
awareness about the “forgotten” 
Pankhurst and has been cam-
paigning for a statue dedicated 
to her for decades. 

However, Ann Pembroke 
from the Clerkenwell Green 
Preservation Society, states the 
inclusion of the Sylvia Pankhurst 
statue was “rejected by Islington 
Council, following meetings of 
public consultation in 2017 on the 
grounds that she had no connec-
tion with Clerkenwell Green.” 
Pembroke added, “Sylvia’s social 
work in the East End for mothers 
and babies, where she did speak, 
should not be denied her statue 
where there is ample space.” 
The Pankhurst statue is subject 
to a planning application by the 
SPMC, which Islington Council 
will have to review.

To keep up with Clerkenwell Green’s latest 
news and developments, visit the Islington 
Council website.  Responses to the proposed 
Traffic Management Order can be made in 
writing by emailing publicrealm@islington.
gov.uk, or sending via post to Public Realm, 1 
Cottage Road N7 8TP

Green washing

AGS Pest Control is a 
local company based  
in the heart of EC1.

We provide first-class 
pest control services to 
residents and businesses 
in the local area and 
employ local people, shop 
in local shops and eat in 
local restaurants many of 
which are our customers. 
We take great pride in 
being located in EC1.

AGS is a proud member 
of the BPCA, and is fully 
accredited by various 
safety industry bodies 
such as CHAS and 
SafeContractor.

If you have any pest issues you need 
expert help with, please call on 020 7336 
8331, email pestcontrol@agsone.co.uk 
or pop in to see us at 57 Central Street!

We also do vegetation management, 
graffiti removal and specialist cleaning.

Credit Penny Dampier

A map showing the proposed improvements to 
Clerkenwell Green Credit Islington Council 
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1. Which is the widest – Australia or the moon? 

2. What does CVV stand for on the back of your 
debit card, ie the three digit number?

3. What was Che Guevara’s first name? 

4. What is your body’s largest organ? 

5. What is the UK’s best selling breakfast cereal? 

6. How many storeys high is the Colosseum  
in Rome? 

Answers to quiz
1. Australia 

2. Card Verification Value 
3. Ernesto 
4. The skin 
5. Weetabix 

6. Four storeys
7. Green 
8. Turkey 
9. Dopey 
10. Red

ithin striking distance 
of EC1 are some of 
the country’s most 

exciting scientific institutions. 
The Francis Crick Institute, close 
to St Pancras Station is one such 
place and a new exhibition there, 
called Cut + Paste, is the first 
exhibition in the UK dedicated to 
exploring the ethics surrounding 
genome editing. 

Some might feel  such an 
exhibition to be above their 
heads. Don’t, says Güneş Taylor, 
research fellow at The Francis 
Crick Institute. “It’s a free 
exhibition aimed at the general 
public,” says Taylor. “The whole 
premise is to engage and raise 
awareness with the public about 
gene editing – technology that has 
the potential to impact everyone.”

Essentially, everybody has 
their own ‘genome’, making 
us different to the next human 
being. “Genome editing is the 
technology that will allow us to 
do something about things like 
inherited disease,” says Taylor.  
“Most of the public remember 
the concept of the ‘designer 
baby’ in the 1990s. That was the 
first time the idea of being able 
to design what humans look like 
in the future.” 

“We’re still  nowhere near 
that point, but genome-editing 
technologies mean that we’re 
moving more into the space 
of controlling our own health 
and fulfilling the promise of 
personalised medicine.”

Given the difficulties in the 
NHS, is this part of our being 
p u s h e d  t owa rd s  d i g i t i s e d 
medical activity at home? “How 
we integrate this technology 
is yet to be determined,” says 
Taylor. “This exhibition starts 
that conversation.”

Cut + Paste is at the Crick 
Institute by St Pancras Station 

Dangoor Walk NW1
11 Feb–2 Dec 2023

Visit  crick.ac.uk
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Gene genie

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

98

11

13

12

10

27

18

14 15

17

19

16

26

21 22

23

20

2524

Clerkenwell Crossword 3
The first three correctly completed crosswords 
handed into Clerkenwell Kiosk win a free coffee 

Answers to Crossword 2 in EC1 Echo Dec 22/Jan 23 
Across: 
1 Crescent,  5 In step, 10 Yesterday, 11 Cheap, 12 Nadir, 13 Bon vivant, 14 Wasp,  
16 Caramelise, 19 Lofty, 20 Kama sutra, 23 Thistle, 24 Miser, 27 Tipsiness, 29 Umami,  
30 Donated, 31 Year dot
Down: 
1 Crying wolf, 2 Eased, 3 Cheers, 4 Nod, 6 Nicoise, 7 Therapist, 8 Pipette, 13 Bracket,  
17 Aimlessly, 18 Lyricist, 21 Sambuca, 25 Scald, 26 Stud, 28 Eid

ACROSS

DOWN

Mimic (12)
Small aquatic turtle (8)
Hard luck (2, 4)
With renewed vigour (11)
Defective (3)
Tearing (of e.g. muscle and bone) (8)
Training exercise for boxers (4)
Type of Spanish ham (7)
E.g. Ramesses II (7)
Midday (4)
Predictive (of a patient’s 
prospects?) (10)
Woolly Andean mammal (5)
A surprising or illuminating  
event (3-6)
Slightly salty (8)
Diamond pattern (6)

Involving two or more countries (13)
Ill-treat (9)
Circulation of e.g. EC1 Echo (10)
Due (5)
Egg-shaped (5)
Before its time (5, 2, 3, 5)
Nursery (12)
Soot (3)
Without smell (9)
Thick smog (3-6)
Climax (6)
City in Nebraska (5)
Journalist (4)

1
8
9
11
12
13
15
18
19

20
22

24
25

26
27

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

10
14
16
17
21
23

Under 5s Storytelling
Monday 13th February
10.30–11am or 11.15–11.45am
Islington Museum, 245 
St John St EC1V 4NB

Interactive winter-themed stories with 
Dani the storyteller. All children to be 
accompanied by an adult.

Free

Songs from the Movies
Monday 6 February
6.30–7.30pm
Islington Museum, 245 
St John St EC1V 4NB 

Live performances by Patricia Hammond 
and Matt Redman.

Free
Visit islington.gov.uk/libraries-
arts-and-heritage

DRÔLE: An Exhibition of Rare 
Clown Costume & Ephemera
Exhibition runs until February 11
Open Tuesday–Saturday, 12–6pm
The Horse Hospital 
Colonnade, Bloomsbury WC1 

Features some of the collection of Clerkenwell’s 
own clown, Mattie Faint.

Booking required with suggested 
donation £4–£6
Visit bit.ly/3RpwbZ1

Walking tour of Italian Clerkenwell
Sun 5 March
Farringdon station, 39 Cowcross St EC1 

Tales of love, bravery, crime and friendship 
from Italian Clerkenwell 1830–1950.

£10–£15
Visit bit.ly/3XTOnMP

Hogarth’s London
Tuesday 21st Feb, 2–3:00 pm
Guildhall Library, Aldermanbury, EC2

Talk by Guy Rowston finding the locations of 
Hogarth’s paintings and engravings.

Free
Visit bit.ly/3kRNk1h

Street Food and the  
Hawkers of London
Thursday 16 February, 2–3:00pm
Guildhall Library, Aldermanbury EC2 

Talk about street vendors from Shakespeare’s 
time to the brink of World War I from 
historian Dr Charlie Taverner followed by a 
short walk exploring hawking hotspots.

Free
Visit bit.ly/3kRNk1h

STORY

GIG

EXHIBITION

TOURS

ART

LISTINGS QUIZ
7. What colour is the ‘L’ in Google on the Google 

homepage? 

8. Which country drinks the most tea per capita 
in the world? 

9. Which of the seven dwarves did not have  
a beard? 

10. What is the most common colour on flags? 

by David Rossi (see answers below)



WE ARE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE IN EC1 WHO CAN HELP SUPPORT US  
TO PRODUCE MORE HIGH-QUALITY LOCAL JOURNALISM IN EC1 ECHO

Find out more at: ec1echo.co.uk/join

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options, starting from £3 per month, depending 
on your ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. Local 

businesses and charities can also sign up and, from as little as £10 per month, access discounts on advertising.

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS

· We have NO shareholders

· We have NO wealthy backers

· We are run by a small but dedicated  
team as part of a not-for-profit 

community interest company

· We hold authority to account, expose 
scandals, highlight inequality, promote good 

causes, and provide a platform for local people

·  Every penny of income from EC1 Echo
helps us deliver more journalism in EC1

· The cost of producing and distributing  
the EC1 Echo significantly exceeds our  

bi-monthly income

· We currently have 25 supporters
who contribute around 15% of our  

income, but we need more!

David Wilcox, Daniel Winn, Laurence Colchester, Diana Alsobrook, Sarah Falconer, Tania Cohen, Brian Jones, Mirela Popoveniuc,  

Sarah Wood, Stephanie Pietraszkiewicz, Daron Pike, Sam Harris, David Plume, Hugh Fell, Emma Booty, Tom Wales, George Stiles, Han-Rui 

Chiew, Team Incredible Ltd, Roger Gillett, Victor Wei Chung Hsu, Vic Offredi, Shannon O’ Neill, Juan Jose Castro Varon, Stephen Chestnut

WE NEED YOUR HELP
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winkworth.co.uk/clerkenwell

Winkworth Clerkenwell & City
66 Exmouth Market, Clerkenwell, London, EX1R 4QP
020 7405 1288 (SALES)  |  020 7405 1266 (LETTINGS)
clerkenwell@winkworth.co.uk  

Amwell Street, EC1
£2,700,000 Freehold

A rare opportunity to acquire a charming and interesting Freehold Georgian 
Townhouse at the heart of the Amwell Village. This wider than average, Grade II 
Listed property set over five floors has been a family home for many years.

Cannon Court, EC1
£895,950 Freehold

A superb two bedroom, two bathroom flat in prestigious Brewhouse Yard. Set on 
the sixth floor with a private terrace the flat is very bright, not overlooked and has 
particularly impressive City views.

Tysoe Street, EC1
£1,000,000 Freehold

This stunning two-bedroom flat is situated in the heart of Clerkenwell, in one of 
the area’s highly sought-after warehouse conversions, next to popular and vibrant 
Exmouth Market.

Horse Shoe Court, Brewhouse Yard, EC1
£590,000 Freehold

A fantastic one bedroom flat set on the sixth floor of Brewhouse Yard with a large 
south-west facing terrace. With views of the City and St Pauls and comprising of 
approximately 562 sq ft of internal space this is exceptionally good value.

Advertisement


